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CHINESE PIGEON WHISTLES. 
BY DR. BERTHOLD LAUFER, cOLUMBIA. UNIVERSITY. 
Traditions imbibed in school, through education and 
by reading, are apt to sway our lives and our thoughts, 
and to influence strongly our judgment of other 
peoples. An almost fixed standard 'of attributes invol­
untarily arises in our minds when the names of 
French, Spaniards, Negroes, Indians, strike our ears, 
and it is often hard to see why such and such an ad­
jective, expressing such and such a quality, became 
inevitably linked in our thoughts with the names 
of certain nations. Thus, we are wont to speak of the 
Chinese as a sober, practical, and prosaic people, and 
to view them throughout in that light. Immensely 
rational they are (this cannot be gainsaid), secular, 
and worldly-minded, bestowing all their efforts on 
useful temporal affairs; but nevertheless these people 
are by no means lacking in purely emotional matters 
of great attractiveness. It is needless to turn to their 
poetry and art, in which they are at their best, re­
garded from this viewpoint; even in affairs of minor 
importance their soul reveals to us traits of poetical 
quality of no small degree. 
As early as the eleventh century one of their greatest 
poets sang: 
"Upon the bridge the livelong day 
I stand, and watch the goldfish play!' 
The domestication of the goldfish, the first species of 
which reached England only in 1691, and of the wonder­
ful paradise-fish as well, is justly ascribed to the Chi­
nese; and it is remarkable to notice that their attempts 
in this direction and the amazing results achieved 
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so that when the birds fly the wind blowing through 
the whistles sets them vibrating, and thus produces 
an open-air concert, for the instruments in one and 
the same flock are all tuned differently. On a serene 
day in Peking, where these instruments are manufac­
tured with great cleverness and ingenuity, it is pos­
sible to enjoy this aerial music while sitting in one's 
room. 
There are two distinct types of. whistles-�hose con­
Sisting of bamboo tubes placed side by side, and a 
type based on the principle of tubes attached to a 
gourd body or wind-chest. They are lacquered in yel­
low, brown, ted, and black, to protect the material 
from the destru�tive influences of the atmosphere. 
The tube whistles have either two, three, or five tubes. 
In some specimens the five tubes are made of ox-born 
instead of bamboo. The gourd-whistles are furnished 
with a mouthpiece and small apertures to the number 
of two, three, six, ten, and even thirteen. Certain 
among them have,besides, a number of bamboo tubes! 
some on the 'principal m{Juthpiece, some arranged 
around it. These varieties are distinguished by dif­
ferent names. Thus, a' whistle with one mouthpiece 
and ten tubes is called "the eleven-eyed one." 
As to the materials and implements used .in the 
manufacture of pigeon-whistles, there are small gourds 
that serve for the bodies; halves, of large gourds (a 
particular species imported from Shantung to Peking 
for this industry), from which stoppers �remade that 
fit into them; and four kinds of bambo�ylindrical 
pieces of' a large specjes that grows in the south, for 
making the mouthpieces of the large tubes; thin sticks 
for making those of the small ones; hard bllmbQo tor 
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A. New hallan Method or Preserving Eggs. 
Consul D. 1 Murphy, of Bordeaux, forwards the fol­
lowing synopsis 'from a French journal on a new 
method of preserving eggs, which, he says, appears to 
have the double merit 9f cheapness and simplicity. 
The article was based upon the experiments of Doctor 
Campanini, as reported by him in a bulletin issued by 
the I talian minister of agriculture. 
Dr. Campanini, after reviewing the various known 
means of preserving eggs-by salt water, lime water, 
silicate of potash, vaseline, and cold storage-described 
his experiments, which showed better results than all 
others: 
His theory is that to preserve eggs some system must 
be adopted that will absolutely prevent the exchange 
between the air outside and that inside the egg-for It 
is this continual exchange that causes putrefaction. 
Dr. Ca.lllpanini selected perfectly fresh eggs and cov­
ered them with lard, so as to effectually stop up all 
the pores. The shells were thus rendered imperme­
able, the exchange of air was prevented and, the ob­
struction of the pores not permitting the evaporation 
of the water, there was no loss of weight. The whites 
and yellows of the eggs retained their color perfectly 
and the taste was not modified in the slightest degree. 
When properly coated with lard-not too thickly-the 
eggs are put in baskets' Or boxes upon a bed of tow or 
flne odorless shavings and so arranged that there will 
be no point of contact between them-otherwise a mold 
will ll,evelop and putrefaction result. The packing 
room should be perfectly dry, the question of tem­
perature not being important. By his process Dr. 
Call1panini kept a quantity of eggs for a whole year 
A Pigeon With a Whistle Wired to Its TaU. 'I'he Whistles 
Look Clumsy But Are Very Light. 
Pigeon Whistles, With the Gourds and Bamboos!<'rom Which 'rhey Are .Made; and the 
�l'ools Usel1 in Making Them. 
were not prompted by any utilitarian views they had 
in mind, as neither fish is of any' practical advantage. 
On the contrary, their skillful breeding, so eagerly 
pursued, is due solely and exclusively to the :esthetic 
tendency of the Chinese in their art of living, and to 
their highly cultivated sense of beauty, which delights 
in the bright coloration of the skin of" these fishes, the 
graceful form of their bodies, and the restless mo­
tions of their long, flowing fins. This' is the mote wor­
thy of note, as the only fish among us which has been 
placed within the range of domestication, the carp, is 
granted this privilege merely from its prosy connection 
with the kitchen. 
While the almost Darwinian experiments to which 
Chinese preeders have subjected the goldfish, and their 
unbounded admiration of 'this little creature in its 
hundred and one forms and variations, illustrate well 
the intimate relation of the people to the element 
water, their friendly associations with the world of 
birds are no lellS close and sympathetic. The lover 
of birds does not permltnently confine his pet in, its 
prison-cage, but he takes it out with him on his walks, 
carrying it on a stick, to which one of its feet is fas­
tened by means of a thread long �nough to allow it 
ample freedom of motion. Where the shade of some 
stately tree bids him welcome, he makes a halt, and 
permits the bird to perch and swing on a supple twig, 
watching it-for houI:s. 
One of the most curious expreRsions of emotional 
life is the application of whistles to a flock of pigeons. 
These whistles, very light, weighing hardly a few 
grammes, are attached to' the tails of young pigeons 
soon after their birth, by means of tine copper wire, 
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the .large tubes themselves, and a soft kind for the 
smaller ones. The aeparate pieces are fastened to­
gether by means of fish-glue, which is applied with an 
iron nail. A razor-like knife is used for splitting the 
bamboo sticks, and a chisel to break- the harder pieces. 
For the general work a dozen spatulas are required, 
and awls are used for drilling the small mouthpieces. 
There is also a whetstone for grinding the imple, 
ments, the same as is employed in other industries and 
by professional knife-grinders, and a saw with a slight­
ly curved blade for cutting the gourds. The smallest 
whistles are of course most difficult to produce. One 
workman is said to be able to turn out about three 
specimens a day, which shows that the ,work requires 
some time and skill. 
The explanation of the practice of this quaint cus­
tom which the Chinese offer is not very satisfactory. 
According to them, these whistles are intended to keep 
the flock together, and to protect the pigeons from at,,­
tacks of birds of prey. There seems, however, little 
reason to believe that a hungry hawk could be in­
duced by this innocent music to keep aloof from satis­
fying his appetite; and this doubtless sa.vors of an 
after-thought which came up long after the introduc­
tion of this usage, through the attempt to give a ra­
tional and practical interpretation of something that has 
no rational origin whatever; for it is D,otlhe pigeon t)1at 
pro�t!;l from'thisp,ractice, but merely �the hinoanea}:, 
which feasts on the wind-blown 'tunes, and derives 
:esthetic pleasure from this music. And here, again, 
it seems to be a purely artistic and emotional ten­
dency that has given rise to a unique industry and cus­
tom applied to nature-lif�. 
-through a very hot summer and a very cold winter 
-and they were perfectly preserved. He says that 4 
cents' worth of lard suffices to coat 100 eggs, and that 
'anyone- could easily prePare that number of eggs in 
one hour's time. 
.. .. , . 
Wasting Water Assets. 
California has learned, says the California Culti­
vator, not only that the ground may become water­
logged by over-irrigation, but that ill-considered drain­
age and the inconsiderate use of water from wells 
may so lower the underground water-plane as to 
threaten the reversion of large areas to unproduc­
tiveness. 
The Geological Survl)Y has demonstrated that all 
the subterranean waters of 775 square miles in south­
ern California are connected, and that every well 
taps a common supply; and on this the water-plane, 
which was twenty-three feet below the surface of the 
soil in 1898, is now fifty feet below. 
People can live beyond their means in respect to 
water, as well as timber, oil, natural gas, fish, and 
game. 
. I. I • 
The output of t;()pper in the Ural district in 1906 
amounted to 4174 tons, as compared with 3,610 tons 
in the pre�eding �'ear. ,thus showing an increase of 
5'64 'tons. These figures canRot be considered as satis­
factory from the, Russian point of view, taking into 
consideratien the high !)fices which prevailed last 
year for copper. MoreoVf;r, on comparing the total out­
put of copper in 1906 with t1111t of the years 1904, 1903\ 
and 1902, a decrease in the prod\lcUon is noti(:('�:'!�� 
